
In December 2018, ERP funded and distributed 13 bags of 

e’Pap at Maretlwana/Katnal ELC which benefited Orphans and 

vulnerable children living in communities in the vicinity of the 

Madikwe Reserve.

We are grateful to EPI-USE for the continued funding for the 

Ndumo orphans. In November, they availed funding for an 

another 5 months to ensure a constant supply of ePap to the 

450 orphans that are monitored and assisted by the local Ndumo 

Orphans Committee.

Through dedication and tenacity from the appointed mechanic, 

Samuel, we have continued to monitor and support the usage of 

the bikes in 5 schools in the Blouberg area. We recently received an 

encouraging report highlighting the impact these bikes have had in 

1 of the schools, Tumakgole Secondary, where the overall pass rate 

at matric went from 51% in 2017 to 80% last year. All students who 

received bikes under our programme performed exceptionally well 

in their final examinations. An inspiring outcome for our Bikes4ERP 

programme, driven so successfully by two EPI-USE staff memebers, 

Nicolai van der Merwe and Gert Vermeulen, who are, once again, 

‘Going Beyond Corporate Purpose’.

Letitia Mahlaji continues with her daily ERP conservation 

programmes focusing on wildlife protection and various other 

relevant conservation and environmental issues within the 

Vaalwater community.

The radio station is planning to broadcast live online very  

shortly. Lesiba Masibe has been coordinating an effort to get  

this accomplished.

The Sekelakelani Cooperative was able to purchase seeds, tools 

and irrigation materials for their agricultural venture at the end 

of 2018. They also managed to purchase materials to build an 

ablution facility onsite, which will be in the form of a pit latrine. 

On the beekeeping front, the cooperative harvested 147kg of 

honey, which should give them an income of more than R7,000 

when sold. Through the P.E.A.C.E. Foundation, they already have 

their first order, through the provision of bottles of honey as 

corporate gifts. 

An assessment was done on the Grade 10s at Steve Biko 

Secondary School who were one of three classes at the School, 

that received the MathU Androids last year. Overall, there was 

an outstanding 30% increase in the pass rate at that level. This 

year, Maxtec have already funded 85 learners for the same MathU 

programme at the same school, and we anticipate more positive 

results at the end of the year.

December e’Pap distribution in Madikwe

#Bikes4ERP- Blouberg

Waterberg Waves Radio Station

Gazini Beehive fencing and  
agricultural project

Positive results for Grade 10 Pupils at 
Steve Biko Secondary School

About ERP

The ERP strategy is the protection and preservation of Elephants 

and Rhinos in the wild through the alleviation of poverty among 

rural People adjacent to the threatened areas. ERP is an initiative of 

groupelephant.com, a largely employee-owned group of technology 

companies, nonprofits and impact investment vehicles with a strong 

global presence. groupelephant.com is characterized by a primary 

strategic imperative in terms of which we go ‘Beyond Corporate 

Purpose’ in our day-to-day activities. Our poverty alleviation 

methodology covers Planning, Education, Agriculture,  

Cooperatives and Environment (P.E.A.C.E.).

For further information, please contact 

us at info@groupelephant.com

BECOME AN Ambassador

Join our ERP Ambassador Programme and you could be joining us on 
the next elephant relocation

YOU CAN Also follow us on 

50th Anniversary In Remembrance 
of Martin Luther King 

This month, we remember Martin Luther King’s 50th Anniversary and 
share with you some of his best known quotes that continue to guide 
us in the hope of a better world.

Report January 2019

I WANT TO JOIN

Work is currently being done to set up a Digital Service Centre 

and a Catering Facility at Pfaranani Centre. These two enterprises 

will directly benefit the community through creating jobs and 

providing vital services to over 5000 inhabitants of Kekana 

Gardens. More updates on this initiative to follow in our next 

newsletter. These facilities are funded jointly by EPI-USE and 

Nokia through Scorecard Funding.

The planned IT Training Centre is funded by iLab through 

Scorecard Funding.

Through our partnership with University of Johanneburg’s 

Process, Engineering and Environmental Technology Station 

(PEETS), and EPI-USE Scorecard Funding, we have been able to 

co-fund the drilling and installation of a borehole at the Centre 

to serve the Centre and the wider community. A group of 18 

youth from the community will be trained to install and connect 

the borehole, and solar pump, and, going forward, they will be 

able to provide a service to the wider community in terms of 

the maintenance of solar facilities. The community of Kekana 

Gardens has, up until now, never had direct access to fresh 

running water. This is life-changing, and an improvement for the 

quality of life of the people as well as their economic future.

Through the ERP Ambassador volunteer Programme, Michael 

Van Heerden from the EPI-USE Pretoria office mobilized some 

of his colleagues to fundraise for tools and seeds for a vegetable 

garden at Pfaranani centre. We are most grateful for this gesture, 

which truly expresses the groupelephant.com mission of ‘Going 

Beyond Corporate Purpose.’

After a minor setback last year with the solar system on site, 

power has now been restored at the Recycling Centre in 

Senwabarwana. This means that both our Cooperative members 

and their donkeys now have a reliable supply of clean running 

water from the borehole. We will, now, revive our permaculture 

garden at the Centre which will once again provide a supply of 

fresh vegetables to the Cooperative members and the collectors.

The heart warming sight of access to a supply of clean  

running water at the Buy Back Centre.

Collecting honey at Gazini from the Beehive Fencing.

Scholar attentively working on his Android phone, using 

the MathU App.

Progress update on Pfaranani  
Skills Training Centre

Drilling of the borehole at 
Pfaranani Centre

ERP Ambassador mobilizes resources 
for a community garden

Update on the Recycling Centre  
in Blouberg

“So even though we face the difficulties of 

today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.”

“Our lives begin to end the day we become 

silent about things that matter.”

IT training centre in the process of renovation.

Orphans at Madikwe receiving ePap. One of the groups of orphans at Ndumo receiving  

their monthly supply of ePap.

https://www.facebook.com/PEACE-Foundation-677645705582338/
https://twitter.com/peacefndn
https://www.instagram.com/p.e.a.c.e.foundation/
http://erpambassador.com/erpambassador/

